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REMARKS 



Claims 17-1 9, 21-30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Calcaterra et al.. US 4,810,567. Calcaterra 
Closes an antimicrobial fabric that results from graft copolymerizatiou of a functionalized 
vinyl monomer onto a base fabric followed by a reaction of the functional group with another 
funcnonal group of an antimicrobial reagent with the formation of a covalent bond. (Calcaterra, 
Abstract). Calcaterra discloses that the antimicrobial reagents are antibiotics such as. inter alia 
polymyxins, bacitracin, circulin, and the octapeptins. (Calcaterra, coj. 9, In. 63-68). Calcaterra' 
goes on to disclose that to the extent that the cited hypothesis is inadequate, other antimicrobial 
agents include, inter alia, the polyene macrolide antibiotics, neomycin, and streptomycin. 
(Calcaterra, col. 10, In. 1-4). Calcaterra then disclosed additional sources of listings of 
antibiotics, Id. 

Applicant claims a ftbric pmduced by a m«hod that grate a disinfectant onto the fabric 
(Clatm I). Applicant alao claims , fabric that attaches a carboxylic acid onto the fabric that is 
■nen oxidized to turn the carboxylic acid into a rcgenerable percarboxylic acid for protection 
alchemical*. (Claim 34). ^e percarboxyhc acid is regenemble by contaedng the fabric 
with a mineral acid and hydrogen peroxide. 

Antibiotics are defined as a chemical substance, produced by microorganisms and 
aynthedcally, mat haa the capacity in dilute solutions to inhibit the growth of a susceptible 
mtcmorganism. McGraw-Hill Dichouary of Scientific and Technical Ten™, f Ed 2003 
Dtamfectants are defined as a chemical ago,, tbat destroys tmcroorgaoisms, but not bacterial 
spores. Id. 

Calcaterra fecuaea the antimicrobial agents upon antibiotics, which are chemicals that a« 
normally mgestod to cur, an infection or other Ota. caused by microorganisms, such as 
bactena. Disinfectants, on the other hand, are usually much stronger and are used as clearing 
chemicals. s 

Calcaterra does not disclose disinfectants bonded to a fabric, listing only antibiotics as the 
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acttve antimicrobial .gen. bond*) to to. fabric. Furthermore. Calcaterra does no. disclose as 
Apphcam claims, Iba. a carboxyhc acid, which is no. antimicrobial in nature, may be bonded to 
the fcbnc and then converted to a regenerable percarboxylic acid. 

As is welt known, to provide * prima fid. case of obviousness or anticipation, toe cited 
pnor art mus. teach or disclose each end every ligation chimed by to. Appheant Calcaterra 
does no. disclose bondtag a disinfectant to toe tobric as claimed by Applicant in amend* calm 
1 and u, new claim 34. specifically as a regenerate dipercarboxylic acid. Furthermore 
Calcaterra does no, disclose ma. Ihe bonded dipacarboxyBc acids may be regenerated to renew 
the disinfectant or chemical protective properties of die fabric. 

Since Calcaterra does no. disclose each and eve^, Umitetion chimed by Appbcan, 
Applicant respectfuUy asserts toa, case of obviouanesa has not been presented 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of toe rejection is respectfully requested. 

In toe even, there are additional charges in connection wift toe filing of this 
Response, toe Commissioner is hereby autoorized to charge toe Deposit Account No 50- 
0714/LTON/O.M of to. firm of toe bdow-signed attorney in toe amoun. of any necessary fee 



Respectfully subzni 




Frank J. Cs 

Registration No7 48, 1 30 
STREETS & STEELE 
13831 Northwest Freeway, Suite 355 
Houston, Texas 77040 
(713)939-9444 
Attorney for Applicant 

Customer No, 24945 
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